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St. Damien was canonized on October 11, 2009. He
is widely recognized for his service and care for
inhabitants of Molokai, Hawaii suffering from
Hansen’s disease (leprosy). It was a self-sacrifice
that many of us would likely avoid for fear of
contamination. Father Damien  was not paralyzed
by fear of the disease, rather he embraced those
isolated people and offered medical, emotional and
spiritual care.

About twenty years prior to that, and in closer
proximity to the Shrine, was an epidemic that
devastated this area. In 1849 Minster Ohio was a
town of 5,667 people. During the cholera epidemic,
3,500 of those residents evacuated the area, leaving
just over 2,000. Nearly one in five of those remaining
succumbed to the disease. Despite the risks
involved, the faithful responded to the needs of the
community and established orphanages for the care
of the countless children left without parents.

Nearly 170 years later, we find ourselves faced with
a pandemic. As we navigate the constant
uncertainty we must ask ourselves: Are we
paralyzed by fear or are we responding to the needs
of our community? Have we lost all faith that God
cares for us or are we strengthened by our God?
 

We are humbled by an increase in the number of
people seeking the Shrine for peace, prayer and
comfort during this difficult time. We shall not
succumb to fear and vow to remain a beacon of
faith and spiritual care for all those who seek it.

Blessings,

BE NOT AFRAID
BY DON ROSENBECK, 
PRESIDENTTHE     UPDATE

"Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for

I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help

you, I will uphold you with my righteous hand."

                                              - Isaiah 41:10



Throughout the spring and summer months life changed in a
dramatic way for everyone. Churches quickly reacted and
made preparations to reach out to their congregations to bring
them hope and peace during a chaotic time. The Shrine did
something similar with its ministry so that it could continue to
reach the pilgrim people of God in their homes.
 

Many Christians began to look to the past, at examples of
fearless leaders who responded with love and prudence in
hard times. St. Charles Borromeo was a saint that the Shrine
put its confidence in and placed a relic out for veneration.
Local people who ventured out to walk our grounds could look
in on St. Charles to offer him their concerns and prayers.

Holy Week brought about two services that were offered
entirely online (a first for the Shrine). Shrine staff members
Matt Hess and former nurse, Fred Wiswell, offered prayers for
medical personnel in the Relic Chapel on Palm Sunday. This
service was a support of those risking so much to keep us safe.
Later in the week our rector, Fr. John Tonkin, gathered with
the local young adult communities to live stream our annual
Tenebrae Service. The service with the readings and music
that are so familiar to our Holy Week experiences reminded
those attending by screen that our God was still with us and
loving us through this unique time of struggle.

Through it all, the spring Metanoia Faith Study, featuring
videos from Fr. Pivonka’s Ministry of the Wild Goose, continued
under the leadership of and energy of Susan Jenkins.

Members of the group continued to meet via video
conferencing to discuss the insights of the videos and how
they connected to the unforeseen events of everyday life.
The community built by this study was more important than
anyone could have imagined as the weeks continued on.

Summer picked up in June, with a socially distant “Behind
the Shrine Tour.” Participants were treated to a tour of the
Shrine’s areas that are usually closed to the public. These
areas included the fourth floor, basement and back
sacristies. The Ministry Office also had the pleasure of
helping the local Knights of St. John put on their 86th
annual pilgrimage procession. This was an opportunity to,
literally, walk with our God and feel His love among us.
Despite the restrictions, this afternoon of prayer and praise
was a success.

In July, the St. Peregrine Cancer Care Ministry team
gathered together to offer prayer and witness to those who
continue to battle cancer. This beautiful expression of faith
reached an even greater audience because it was done
virtually. We look forward to something similar in the fall.

Finally, just as school was about to begin, the Shrine held its
annual Summer Day with the Saints for elementary age
children. This day, altered in appearance by the restrictions,
was still an afternoon of fun, learning, and faith. Many of the
young people were thrilled, as a number of the camps and
summer activities they were planning to attend were
canceled. 

As fall is now on us, the Shrine hopes to continue offering
programs to those who need spiritual nourishment. We will
take the tools and skill God has gifted us and use them to
make sure His presence known to the world today.

BY MATT HESS, MINISTRIES AND HOSPITALITY

A group of children enjoying Summer Day with the Saints

The St. Charles Borromeo relic out for public and virtual veneration in the Relic Chapel.

MINISTRY MOMENTS

Guide Bill Krauss shows a fourth floor storage room during the Behind the Shrine Tour



Manoah: prayed for parenting guidance of Samson 
Hannah: prayed with a deep desire to be a mother
Solomon: prayed for the country
Elijah: prayed for restoring life to a young boy
Jabez: prayed for prosperity 
David: prayed with praise and thanksgiving
Jehosophat: prayed for protection
Ezra: prayed a prayer of confession
Tobit and Sarah: prayed for relief and strength
Judith: prayed for strength to confront her enemy

During the past six months, we have faced great uncertainty
in the world. Anxiety, depression and fear have been on the
rise, and there seem to be a lot more questions than answers.
In the midst of this, it has not been surprising to see an
increase in prayer. 

Here at the Shrine, the request for prayer intention candles
has greatly increased in number. In this time, we have come
to realize our dependency on our Heavenly Father and
recognize that we can’t get through this world without Him.
The prayer intentions that we receive at the Shrine are much
like the ones prayed for in the Sacred Scripture:

At the Shrine, we count it a privilege to share in your prayers.
Each candle lit burns for 7 days and serves as a constant
visual of the intention being lifted before the Lord. 

We join you in lifting your concerns and desires to the Lord.
We believe that God still heals, still moves mountains, still
reconciles broken relationships, still comforts the sorrowful,
still raises up leaders and guides them to walk in His ways.
Thank you for entrusting your needs with us.   It is a blessing
to share in your faith journey through prayer. 

It goes without saying that during the past six months our
world has experienced a cloud of uncertainty, confusion and
frustration, among other emotions. While the Shrine's
Chapels remained open throughout this time, the Gift Shop
was forced to close for a few weeks. 

I remember the contrasting emotions of joy, peace, zeal and
love on May 12 when we officially re-opened and welcomed
back all those whom we missed so much. Since then we
have not only witnessed pilgrims from all around the
country flock to this place of “Peace, Prayer & Hospitality”,
but we have also tallied record monthly sales.

Assistant Gift Shop Managers, Deb Hemmelgarn and Nancy
Boehnlein, both shared stories of countless individuals
seeking sacramental items, rosaries, Blessed Mother medals
and saint statues. Additionally, individuals who have fallen
or strayed from their faith expressed the need to return to
the power of prayer and their Catholic roots.

From my perspective, it’s the warmth and happiness that
flow from those individuals behind the masks. They share
their love for and dependency upon the Shrine in good and
challenging times. In the Gift Shop we are honored to serve
all pilgrims with a quality and variety of items and reading
materials to support and strengthen their love for the Lord. 

Gift Shop Assistant Managers, Deb Hemmelgarn and Nancy Boehnlein

"The fervent prayer of a righteous

person is very powerful."

- James 5:16

BY FRED WISWELL, GIFT SHOP MANAGER

A  SMILE BEHIND THE MASK

BY SUSAN JENKINS, PASTORAL MINISTER

THE POWER OF PRAYER

A young pilgrim studies the relics



When it came time for us to share the Shrine's spiritual growth
stories and appeal to your generosity, we hesitated for fear of
the unknown. We understood and were sympathetic to the
economic climate the pandemic placed us all in. While some
experienced loss of income and financial uncertainty, others
found themselves staying home more, conserving and were
equipped with more to share. 

We took a leap of faith and shared with you all the goodness
that was still happening at the Shine. Letting you know we are
still here. Still operating as blessed custodians of the holy relic
collection. Still offering peace, prayer and hospitality to all who
seek it. Still shining as a beacon of faith and hope in a time of
darkness and uncertainty. 

Initially we thought we would have to cancel the our Annual Art
Show and Sale. We were able to move forward though, despite
the challenges, thanks to the generous sponsors and a group of
artists who were excited to share their work. The show took
place both online and onsite at the Shrine and it was the most
successful show to date!

You continue to bless us by taking action. You have shown us
that fear will not suppress your spirit of good will and God
provides for all of our needs! 

We miss seeing you at programs and events, but we want to
thank you for your continued support to the Shrine during this
year – your action and support makes a difference!

DID YOUDID YOU
KNOW?KNOW?

Lent/Advent Vestment Set (estimated at  $2,250)
New brass candelabras for altar ($1,200)
Re-plate brass on existing altar ware 
Repair of Courtyard Grotto
New or used small pickup truck

Ann Frank said "No one ever became poor by giving." As you
ponder on these words, does it remind you that we are all
called to give in our own way? You each know your own
talents, means and personal limitations. Therefore you have
the opportunity to contribute in a manner that serves to
fulfill both a need and your desire to be a part to something
bigger than yourselves. 

You may also find pride in tangible giving - when you can
physically see the positive outcome of your offering. We
have compiled a list of items that are in need of both talent
and financial support. If any of these projects speak
personally to you, we invite you to contact us for an
opportunity to assist: 

When someone is in need,
there is an opportunity for
us to be Christ to one
another. Any act of kindness
that you have seen from or
shown to family and friends
allowed you to be Christ to
one another! Anytime you
are called to action with a
gesture of compassion and
kindness, you radiate Christ
to all those around you!

BY DIANA RUSSELL, FUND DEVELOPMENT

TAKING ACTION

Thanks to the Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security (CARES) Act, you
can make up to a $300 gift to the 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization of your
choice and use it as a tax deduction on
your 2020 taxes, even if you take the
standard deduction on your returns.

SHRINE STEWARDSHIP

Example of brass altar wear in need of refurbishment

Visitors enjoy the art show display



Tuckpointing and sealing bricks on the entire building
Painting of all exterior trim
Repair on Courtyard wall
HVAC replacement
Fire protection system
Continual replacement of original 1901 windows

A number of years ago I had the privilege to tour one of
architect Frank Lloyd Wright’s masterpieces, Fallingwater, in
Bear Run of rural Pennsylvania. Built in 1935 for Edgar J.
Kaufmann Sr., the owner of Kaufmann’s Department Store, it’s
been said to be “one of the 12 landmarks that will change the
way you see the world” (Travel + Leisure Magazine).

Fallingwater is a stunning work of architecture just as the
Chapels and Shrine of Maria Stein are outstanding architectural
works. Both would be difficult, if not impossible, to re-create
today. It’s one reason why we take our stewardship of the
Shrine so seriously. One fact that struck me from our tour of
Fallingwater was that the cost to build it in 1935 was about
what you’d pay for a nice home today. But the cost to re-create
it today would be millions of dollars!  So PRESERVATION of our
historical structures is important.

Here are just a few of the of the preservation projects we’ve
completed at the Shrine.   Certainly more will be required. 
Many of these projects were only possible by the grace of a gift
of the Taseimski family.   Their foresight in leaving a legacy gift
specifically for the preservation of the Shrine is an unbelievable
blessing that we all benefit from.
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PRESERVATION PROJECTS
BY DON ROSENBECK, PRESIDENT

Journey through the history of the Maria Stein Shrine of the Holy Relics and the
religious community who founded it, the Sisters of the Precious Blood
(Dayton), with this reverent, historical narrative! The book allows the reader to
tour the museum, former convent building and Shrine grounds. It features
beautiful new and historical photos, plus a full color remastering of the relic
directory. Finally, meditate on a treasury of prayers that relate to the
spirituality and ministries of the Shrine.

The book will be available for purchase starting in mid-October in the Pilgrim
Gift Shop or online at pilgrimgiftshop.com. It will make great Christmas gifts!

NEW SHRINE HISTORY BOOK

One of the original 1901 windows located on the 4th floor

Courtyard wall before renovation

Courtyard wall after renovation



OCTOBER 6 & 15
Celebrating Mass on Sunday & Beyond

OCTOBER 27
Patriotic Rosary

NOVEMBER 1
Sipping with the Saints

NOVEMBER 12-15
Christmas Open House (Gift Shop)

DECEMBER 5
St. Nicholas Kids Day

NOVEMBER 27 - JANUARY 11 
Annual Nativities Display

SPRING/SUMMER 2018

2291 ST. JOHNS ROAD, MARIA STEIN, OH 45860
WWW.MARIASTEINSHRINE.ORG  |  PH: 419.925.4532

Monday - Thursday:
9:30am - 6:00pm

Friday & Saturday:
9:30am - 4:00pm

Sunday:  12:00pm - 4:00pm

hours

liturgical schedule

Monday - Friday
Mid-Day Prayer: 11:45am

Tuesday - Thursday
Eucharistic Adoration: 1:00pm - 5:00pm

Saturdays
Confession: 9:30am
Rosary: 9:38am
Mass: 10:00am

"Nothing short of amazing!
Loved the relics. Loved the

museum. Loved the
grounds." - M. Martin

For up-to-date event information, follow us on
Facebook or visit mariasteinshrine.org

upcoming EVENTS 


